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Religious fanaticism is often associated today with Islam; many people, in this context, think of acts of violence directed against Christians or European society. Yet the biblical roots of religious fanaticism reach far back into antiquity: traces of it can already be found in the Hebrew Bible, and the persecution of Christians in the ancient world likewise had religious motives in addition to political ones.
The Middle Ages, too, were by no means free of fanatical phenomena within Christianity: excessive missionary zeal, as well as accusations of blasphemy against Jews, claimed numerous victims. Fanaticism also became evident in the confessional conflicts of the Reformation era. With the rise of atheism, accusations of unbelief led to the ruin of many scholarly careers. Finally, the roots of twentieth-century antisemitism can likewise be traced in significant part to religious fanaticism—a phenomenon that extended from everyday thinking through political movements and scholarly discourse, and even into biblical studies.
Against this background, the second half of the twentieth century saw the emergence of an intensive interdenominational and interreligious dialogue, whose positive effects have become increasingly visible in recent decades. Within the Catholic Church, the Second Vatican Council’s document Nostra Aetate (1965) succeeded in overcoming the essential theological foundations of religiously motivated exclusion. Similar developments also took place in the political sphere: in 2022, the European Parliament declared 22 August the International Day Commemorating the Victims of Acts of Violence Based on Religion or Belief. An outstanding and historically significant example of interreligious dialogue is the Document on Human Fraternity, signed in Abu Dhabi in 2019. Nevertheless, religious fanaticism has by no means disappeared entirely to this day.

The 37th SZNBK brings together 33 speakers.

This year’s conference was shaped by particular challenges following the death of Etelka Szőnyi, who for more than 36 years had been a quiet yet indispensable supporter of the conference. As a result, new supporters and collaborators had to be brought in. I am especially grateful to the leadership of Gál Ferenc University, above all to Vice-Rector Zoltán Janka, who, together with the secretary Ottilia Lukács, made a decisive contribution to overcoming the difficulties associated with producing the SZNBK 2025 volume. I am also indebted to my colleague Péter Lajos Varga, who undertook the typesetting with great dedication. I should further like to express my gratitude to all my colleagues for their cooperative and prompt assistance in the proof-reading process.
Today, aggression permeates public discourse—not only in Hungary, but throughout Europe, the United States, and other parts of the world as well. Verbal violence manifests itself in the persecution of religious communities, in antisemitism, and in acts of terrorism. For this reason, it seems particularly timely to reconsider this subject within its religious frameworks, and to examine those approaches which, through responsible engagement with religious texts and the deepening of interreligious dialogue, may help to reduce confrontation. Pope Francis and Pope Leo have recognised that this process cannot be reversed by a single statement or document. What is needed is a multi-level synodal dialogue. Here, in Szeged, we are now engaging in precisely that within an academic setting, at a conference, in the hope that our initiative may also serve as a model for the more heavily fanatised segments of wider society.
